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Former Prime Minister of PNG, Sir Mekere Morauta has been quoted as 
describing Corruption in PNG, to be "systemic and systematic”.

Corruption is SYSTEMIC, because it is not only prevalent in all sectors of
society but that its impact also is far reaching! 

Corruption is also SYSTEMATIC because corrupt activities often involves 

servants, business assciates, and even family members of these individuals. 

This is the reason why there is a need for a fully-funded, independant  
institution such as an ICAC, with wide powers that can investigate and 

 

Independendent Commission
Against Corruption (ICAC)

prosecute corrupt individuals.

Conclusion

The 2010 Finance Commission of Inquiry found that K780 million 
was stolen. No one has since been prosecuted and the money 
is yet to be recovered.

had
not been enacted.

legislation to create the ICAC. The first step was to pass a Constitutional
Amendment. This has happened.

Comparison between the PNG Ombudsman Commission and the
Independent commission against corruption.

Peter O’Neil took office on the promise to





   

CORRUPTION
material wealth, other favours, fame or power. It is also an abuse of a 

CORUPTION is a mechanism of unrestrained capitalism through which a 
few people are enriched while weakening the social fabric of society, the 
economy and the State. 

What is an ICAC? What does an ICAC do?
A Pros-
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and
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recommending changes to reduce 

3. Conduct community awareness to 
educate the public on the impacts 
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appoint an Ombudsman were 
Sweden, Finland and Denmark. 
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Papua New Guinea (PNG) adopt-
ed the Ombudsman concept at In-
dependence, in 1975.  In PNG the 
Ombudsman Commission (OC) is an 

The OC is a 3-member body headed 
by a Chief Ombudsman and two (2) 
Ombudsmen appointed by the Gov

-

of the Ombudsman Appointments 
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   Ombudsman in PNG, By Ombudsman     
   Peter Masi

 

The Commission’s vision is to promote 
good leadership and good govern-
ance3 4 is 
to:
1. Ensure that all governmental bod-

ies are responsive to the needs and 

2. Help in the improvement of the 
work of governmental bodies and 

3. 

by governmental bodies; and
4. Supervise the enforcement of the 

Leadership Code.

What does an Ombudsman do?

Ombudsmen safeguard the interest 

according to law, discovering instances 

-

In PNG, the Ombudsman Commission 

which in other countries are dealt with 
-

sion’s independence is guaranteed by 

Ombudsman Commission?

I
PNG, have been that there is no need 
for an ICAC because an Ombudsman 
Commission already exists, which can 

resources to perform the role of an 

has its advantage and disadvantages. 
-

their historical roles as well as the 
roles prescribed by law. 

The PNG Ombudsman Commission is 

Table 1 overleaf 
to see a comparison between the PNG 
OC and ICAC.)

History of ICAC in Papua New Guinea
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will.

2010/11 -

2011 
-

cal impasse.

What is an Ombudsman?

Ombudsman is Swedish for “grievance 
person” when loosely translated or 

Ombudsman was born when King 
Charles XII of Sweden established the 
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ernment bodies. The Commission 

-
cisions of governmental bodies 
which may be unreasonable, unjust, 
oppressive etc.5
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mission performs the role of what 

equal opportunity commissions and 
the relevant law in this area is the 
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In the absence of an independent 

Commission has become a de facto 

to combine its powers under the Lead-
ership Code, together with the exercise 
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An Independent Commission 
Against Corruption (ICAC) is one 
kind of anti-corruption agency.

Hong Kong is referred to as the 
birthplace of ICAC. The Hong Kong 
ICAC was formed in February 1974 
when Hong Kong was under 
British rule and experiencing rapid 
changes. Massive growth in popu-
lation and the fast expansion of 
the manufacturing industry accel-
erated the pace of social and 
economic development. The aim 
of establishing the ICAC was to 
clean up endemic corruption in 
many departments of the Hong 
Kong Government through law 
enforcement, prevention and 
community education. 

Since then Commissions like this 
have been established in the 
Australian State of New South 
Wales and Fiji. ICACs in these 
countries have proven to fight 
corruption through effective law 
enforcement, prevention and 
education. An ICAC functions as an 
independent organ of the public 
service. 

The Ombudsman Commission

.

3 The Ombudsman Commission of Papua New
   Guinea, Annual Report 2002
4 The Ombudsman Commission of Papua New
   Guinea, Annual Report 2002


