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Press statement for immediate release

RELEASE COI REPORT ON SABL IMMEDIATELY!

Transparency International PNG (TIPNG) reinforces the sentiments of various civil society groups for the Government to release the Records of the Commission of Inquiry on the Special Agriculture Business Leases immediately. 

The purpose of the SABL Commission of Inquiry was to investigate the legal processes and procedures involved in issuing a SABL.  The evidence was gathered, concerned citizens presented their concerns, views and facts. The learned commissioners were then required to prepare a consolidated report which was subsequently found by parliament as incomplete and incompetent. Not only is this intolerable but it is also highly suspicious.

 “The absence of a public statement from the Government and the Commission on the findings and recommendations of the SABL is frustrating and the prolonged silence of the progress is deafening,” said TIPNG Chairman, Lawrence Stephens.  

All that was required was that the Commissioners prepare their reports and presente them. Parliament needs the findings of the Commissioners, the information from which these findings were drawn and the recommendations of the Commissioners. They have cost the people a huge amount of money (K15 million).

 “The delay is destroying the assets of people whose voices should be heard, whose welfare should be uppermost in the minds of us all,” said Mr Stephens. 

Whist TIPNG and its partners are  grateful to the Prime Minister for his assurances to act on the findings of the CoI, we urge him and his government to have the report tabled and  If it is not complete then the materials provided to the CoI be placed on Parliamentary and public record. 

“The facts are the peoples’ resources are disappearing at the hands of unscrupulous developers, under the eyes of our public officials and leaders.  The commissioners have failed in their duties but that does not excuse us from allowing the information presented to them to lie dormant. Papua New Guinean customary landowners have been affected by the SABL policy of the past and current governments and it is only fair that they be given the right to see the CoI report completed and action taken on its findings and recommendations.

Ends…///
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What is TIPNG

TIPNG is a member of Transparency International a global anti corruption movement committed towards fighting corruption. TIPNG is an independent organization in PNG called a chapter. The PNG chapter advocates against issues of corruption and promotes transparency, good governance, honesty and accountability both in private and public sector dealings.  TIPNG tries to strengthen the integrity systems of our country such as the police, the parliament and the judiciary. 

